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tion of Argyle and Hamilton. No evidence has ever been
produced to connect the King with this murderous design,
but the news was sufficiently alarming to enable Pym to
carry his point Falkland and Hyde ridiculed the idea that
danger could arise to England from an attack upon the
Covenanter leaders in Scotland, and proposed that the
business of Scotland should be left in the hands of the
Scottish Parliament. But the fears of the Commons were
aroused; resolutions were adopted for immediate conference
with the Lords on the safety of the kingdom, and it was
ordered that an express messenger be sent to the Committee
of both Houses in Scotland to let them know " that the
Parliament takes well their advertizement and Jthat they
conceive the peace of that kingdom concerns the good of
this ", The Lords immediately agreed that a hundred men
from the trained bands of Westminster should be called up
to guard the two Houses by day and night.

Ten days later news reached London of the outbreak of
the Irish Rebellion. The wildest reports were quickly in
circulation. Rumour had it that almost the whole Protes-
tant population of Ulster had been put to the sword : Clar-
endon declares that 40,000 or 50,000 were murdered, and
May puts it at 200,000. The lowest estimates were largely
in excess of the truth. The news, however, was nothing less
than a godsend to Pym. That the King had long been in
negotiation with the Irish Lords was notorious : what more
natural than to suppose that the explosion was due to his
intrigues? Historical research has acquitted the King of
all direct complicity in the rebellion, but as to the precise
truth of the details we are not concerned. It is sufficient to
note the effect of the news upon the political situation in
England. Pym had long been anxious that Parliament
should formulate and publish a manifesto against the King.
His opportunity had come. ith October, for the assassina-oyalty. Thoseteresting proposal.e. Yet to jure divino that in theose and in-
